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Did you know that Norterra is following the School-Wide Gifted Model?  We are one of five schools partnering with DVUSD 

Gifted Services to have all classroom teachers receive on-going professional development in gifted strategies. Norterra 

hosted the September training with a focus on Problem Based Learning (PBL). Our October focus was on integrating math 

comprehensive standards with PBL.  In November, teachers were able to select from a variety of sessions to learn more 

about multi-sensory learning, tiered/differentiated instruction, small group instruction, balanced math/literacy blocks, math 

centers, establishing long term PBL projects and ways to use technology for differentiation.   Students are now taking part in 

Problem Based Learning in classrooms all around our campus!  Mrs. Wild’s Bright Child Kindergarten students have been 

engaged in PBL about heroes and the importance of roles and rule in families/communities. In 5th grade, Mrs. Hoernig’s 

students have been using research to debate whether or not retail stores should be open on holidays.  In 4th grade, Mrs. 

Popovich’s students just completed a PBL unit addressing bullying. In Mrs. Schmitt’s 6th grade IB math class, students have 

been up and moving from station to station as they actively participate in real life applications of ratios.  

 

Our Winter Gifted CogAT testing will take place on campus from January 7th - February 6th.   If you are interested in having 

your child tested/retested for possible gifted identification, please contact me before the end of Quarter 2.  

                                                   Mrs. Olson 

1st Grade Enrichment 

First graders are finishing 

up their study of Sybil the 

Scientist with a focus on 

analytical convergent 

thinking. Students have 

learned that scientists 

need to classify and cate-

gorize data that has never before been sorted. They must 

determine the attributes and rules for sorting.  They have 

also learned that there may be more than one equally ac-

curate way to sort the same set of data.  They have also 

worked to find comparisons/contrasts of items & living 

creatures.   We’ll finish up with a study of analogies and 

how to use Bridge Maps to show those relationships.    

2nd Grade Enrichment 

Second graders just 

completed our 2nd unit 

of Junior Great Books 

with three stories that all  

focused on the theme of 

responsibility.  The story 

Carlos and The Corn-

field allowed students to learn the difference between 

interpretive and evaluative questions.  Interpretive ques-

tions may have more than one correct answer based on 

evidence the students cite from the text.   Evaluative ques-

tions ask us to judge whether what an author has written is 

true in light of our own experience, knowledge, and other 

works we may have read.   

3rd Gifted ELA Enrichment & 3/4 Math Written by Daphne L. & Fiona W. 

We are completing our short stories focus in ELA Enrichment. We’ve been 

using Thinking Maps...double bubble maps to compare/contrast main char-

acters, flow maps to show sequence of events in our texts, and circle maps 

to share what we know about veterans.  We also created cards to share with 

those veterans who are getting care at the Phoenix VA Hospital. In math, we 

have moved on from multiplication to division in Module 3.  We are using a 

lot of different strategies. One strategy is called long division.  We use an 

acronym, DMSCBR (ask the kids to tell you our saying to go along with the 

letters), to remember the math actions we have to take to complete long division.   We are also using area models and 

place value disks too and multiplication to check our work.  

Dawn Olson, NBCT  

Norterra Canyon Gifted Services Specialist 

dawn.olson@dvusd.org 

623-445-8236 



 

Critical Thinking Activity  

from Critical Thinking 

Activities in Patterns, 

Imagery, and Logic  

(Secondary)  Grades 7-12 

Dale Seymour &  

Ed Beardslee 

5th Gifted ELA Enrichment & Walk Up to 6th Math:    After completing our 

reading of Hatchet, we discussed the theme of survival and the types of conflicts Brian 

faced in that text.  We then worked in teams to complete a week long problem based 

learning scenario where students needed to prioritize and give reasoning for ranking 

the importance of items that Jamestown settlers would have needed to increase their 

likelihood of survival.  Students first ranked items individually and then had to work in 

teams and come to consensus on their rankings.  Rankings and rationale from two Na-

tional Park Service experts were then shared with the students.  Students are now 

reading My Side of the Mountain and will compare/contrast the plot and survival theme in both novels. In 6th Grade 

math students are continuing their work in Unit 3 on Rates/Ratios.   

4th Gifted ELA Enrichment & Walk Up to 5th Math: Students voted between 

two choices for our second novel study from the 4th grade protected novel list. Tuck 

Everlasting had an overwhelming majority of votes and students were paired 

with partners to complete novel study roles to gain a greater understanding of summa-

rizing, determining the meaning of unknown vocabulary, identifying various elements 

of plot (exposition, conflict, rising action, climax, falling action, resolution), determining 

theme, and creating interpretive questions based on the text.  Students also learned 

the purpose that a preface, prologue and an epilogue might serve in a text.  In 5th 

grade math, students completed their Module 2 Midterm on November 8th.  Students will complete Module 2: Multi-digit 

multiplication and decimal fraction operations and move to Module 3: Addition & Subtraction of Fractions soon.  


